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Getting his client off death row could save his career... or make him the next victim. 


Daniel Pike would rather fight for justice than follow the rules. His unique ability to "connect the dots," to 
observe what others do not, has made him the most notorious criminal lawyer in St. Petersburg. But when his 
courtroom career goes up in smoke, he fears his lifelong purpose is a lost cause. A mysterious job offer from 
a secretive boss gives him a second chance but lands him an impossible case with multiple lives at stake... 


To protect a young orphan from a horrifying fate, Pike must save the girl's guardian from a charge of first- 
degree murder. Dan uses every trick he knows in a high-stakes trial filled with unexpected revelations and 
breathtaking surprises as he uncovers a trail of deceit from Florida to El Salvador. When blood-soaked 
threats arrive, Dan realizes that winning the case might be a death sentence for him—and everyone he hoped 
to protect. 

Can Pike protect the girl and get the charges dropped before his race for the truth proves fatal? 

The Last Chance Lawyer is a gripping legal thriller. If you like courtroom suspense, page-turning plot twists, 
and rebel attorneys, then you'll love William Bernhardt’s riveting drama. 
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Jacque says 


Definitely the worst book by William Bernhardt I've read...and hopefully the worst he's ever written. If 
you've never read anything by him before, please don't choose this one. 


Matt says 


The legal thrillers penned by William Bernhardt never cease to grab the reader’s attention. This debut novel 
in a new series has all the elements of a powerful courtroom drama mixed with the social issues of the day, 
sure to fire up all who take the time to read it. Daniel Pike is a lawyer who puts justice before all, meaning 
that he is invested in any client who is able to pay. After some courtroom antics sees a sketchy client waltz 
through a loophole, Pike is pleased and the payout is forthcoming. His law firm does not hold as loose a set 
of morals and he is tossed out on his ear. However, he is not unemployed for long, when a mysterious 
message is sent for him to meet at a nondescript location. Less a law firm than a relaxing place for the inner 
child to enjoy themselves, Pike is surprised when he is offered a position with the ‘Last-Chance Law Firm’, 
which specializes in helping those who are at the end of their legal rope. Pike tosses caution out the window 
and agrees to sign on the dotted line, more curious than anything. His first (and only) case is to help a young 
girl whose immigration status is a little grey, though deporting her back to her country of origin could mean 
certain disaster. A guardian is set to take her in and Pike must get the wheels rolling on the adoption. 
However, no sooner is the ink dry on the application to adopt, the guardian is fingered for a killing during a 
gangland massacre on the tough Florida streets. Feigning ignorance, Pike must presume his new client is 
innocent, even while the murder weapon appears in her backyard. Knowing a young girl’s safety rests on 
getting his client off for the murder, Pike uses all his resources to help a woman who awaits certain death if 
she is convicted. If ever there was a last-chance situation for two clients, this would be it. When the case is 
expedited and heads to trial, Daniel Pike kicks it into high gear and faces the greatest adversity he has ever 
encountered, but he cannot let his own fears serve as a hurdle. He must present the best defence he can. A 
stellar debut by William Bernhardt, full of legal intrigue and passionate advocacy for the immigration issues 
in America today. Recommended to those who love all things courtroom related and with a passion for the 
underdog. 


I have long loved the legal and courtroom thrillers that William Bernhardt has penned, which are full of 
humour and intensity. While he has taken some time off to work on his teaching of new writers, it is always a 
pleasure to see when he is able to work on his own craft and provide his fans with something to read. Daniel 
Pike is a wonderful protagonist and someone who will certain continue to grow on series fans, provided that 
Bernhardt offers up more of the same. One who loves to work on his own timetable, Pike forges ahead with 
justice as his impetus, no caring who is paying his fees, as long as he feels a wrong needs advocating. He is 
not a ‘kick you in the shins’ type, but will not stand back and let the justice system dictate the rules. Witty 
and domineering in the courtroom, Pike takes no prisoners as he tries to get to the bottom of every witness’ 
narrative to shape the larger story. The rest of the last-chance lawyers prove to be an interesting collection of 
legal minds, with their own quirks that will surely push this series forward for as long as Bernhardt desires. 
The characters mesh together effectively and play off one another with ease. Their passion for the law is 
apparent, even if it is sometimes buried under layers of chicanery. The secondary characters help to make 
this a wonderful legal thriller, full of just the right conflict and pressure to find justice amongst all the 
testimony. There is also a a strong push by Bernhardt to highlight some of the issues with the current 
immigration situation, reactivated by the current US Administration. One would have to be daft not to see the 
social commentary found within the pages of this book, though it does not overshadow the wonderful writing 
that Bernhardt is known to use when telling a story. The narrative is crisp and the dialogue on point, allowing 
the reader to relax and enjoy, while remaining astute to all that is going on. I cannot wait to see what else 
Bernhardt has in store for readers with this series. What a treat awaits those who liked this debut! 


Kudos, Mr. Bernhardt, for another wonderful novel. I can see much potential here and await news on the 
next novel. 


Love/hate the review? An ever-growing collection of others appears at: 
http://pecheyponderings.wordpress.com/ 


A Book for All Seasons, a different sort of Book Challenge: https://www.goodreads.com/group/show/... 


Katie says 


Now that I’ve finished the book, I think Pll have to drop it to two stars. I stand by my opinion that the 
dialogue is clumsy and unnatural. The narrator didn’t help. I was very choppy regardless of what speed I set 
it to playback. 


I was also put off by the political commentary and not because I disagree but because it was unnecessary. 
The story in itself was enough. I’m betting the majority of the readers can get there own their own. So maybe 
tone down the mansplaining or author-splaining of whatever it’s called when the author doesn’t think the 
reader is smart enough to draw the intended conclusions. It’s a huge pet peeve. 


Some notes at 50%... I love a good legal thriller and so far this one has kept my attention, but there are a two 
things that are bothering me. 


First, the dialogue. Much of the time it’s overly formal, which is fine for the courtroom. But when people are 
talking to people they know well, there is usually more of a tendency to use contractions and a more casual 
sentence structures. I’m getting the impression that the characters are all overly stiff and I don’t think that 
was the author’s intent. 


Second, is the unnecessary political commentary. Let me be clear, I am not saying that I disagree with the 
politics of this book. The thing I have a problem with is the over-explaining. The story can speak for itself. 
Letting the reader come to those conclusions on their own is much more powerful. It almost feels like an 
insult to my intelligence. Does the author think The readers can’t make these obvious connections of their 
own? It really rubs me the wrong way. 


From Reader Review The Last Chance Lawyer for online ebook 
From reader reviews: 
Betty Ahlstrom: 


This The Last Chance Lawyer tend to be reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The 
explanation of this The Last Chance Lawyer can be among the great books you must have is usually giving 
you more than just simple examining food but feed you with information that maybe will shock your before 
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book 
and printed versions. Beside that this The Last Chance Lawyer forcing you to have an enormous of 
experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in 
your day action. So, let's have it and enjoy reading. 


Cindy Martin: 


Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept The Last Chance 
Lawyer suitable to you? The particular book was written by well known writer in this era. Often the book 
untitled The Last Chance Lawyeris a single of several books this everyone read now. This book was inspired 
lots of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know 
just before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to know the 
core of this book. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you see 
the represented of the world with this book. 


Carl Carrillo: 


The actual book The Last Chance Lawyer has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you 
can get a lot of profit. The book was authored by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research 
before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this 
book. 


Amado Spieker: 


Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically 
book entitled The Last Chance Lawyer your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each 
aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written 
in a reserve then become one contact form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get just 
before. The The Last Chance Lawyer giving you yet another experience more than blown away the mind but 
also giving you useful info for your better life in this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern at 
this point is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a 
sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity? 
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